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it very difficult to keep up the kind of numerous and high-flown
compliments which the enthusiastic ambassadors showered
upon the delighted Empress. " My own dear ambassador
sometimes takes up the censer," said Joseph to the Prince de
Ligne. " You throw grains into it very often, God be thanked,
for us all. Monsieur de Segur makes very spirited and very
French compliments; and your Englishman discharges from
time to time, as it were in spite of himself, a little shaft of
flattery, with an epigrammatic turn that makes it all the more
piquant." Divested of the cares of empire Joseph enjoyed the
trip enormously, and enchanted his friends with his good
humour. An incorrigible reformer, however, he kept his eyes
on the future. When the Prince de Ligne tried to talk to
him about Lycurgus and Alcibiades Joseph answered, " Yes,
but what the devil are we to do about Constantinople?" *
The visit to the Chersonese over, Russia—and conse-
quently Joseph, through his alliance with Catherine—was
involved in war with Turkey.2 The campaign of 1788 was for
Austria a costly failure. " The Austrian Army," wrote the
Prince de Ligne, who commanded a corps in this campaign,
" ought to be invincible. If there is an inconvenience in not
being all of the same nation, there is one advantage resulting
from it, that is, the emulation which prevails between the
Hungarians, Poles, Bohemians, Tyrolese, Germans, Walloons,
and Italians." 3 Joseph, though his Spartan habits made him a
good campaigner, was no general; he took part, however, in the
capture of Shabatz, exposing himself freely to the fire of the
enemy.4 He returned to Vienna towards die end of the year
1788, unsuccessful in war, with a rebellion brewing against
his reforms^ the Austrian Netherlands. The campaign on the
Danube continued. "Patience and self-confidence in the .face
qf almost constant reverses were the outstanding virtues of
the Austrian Armies," wrote the Prince de Ligne. In October
1 Prince de Ligne, M&noires, vol. i, p. 64.
 *	For Russia's part in the war see above, p, 130.
 *	Prince de Ligne, op. cit.> vol. i, p. 169.
4 Ibid., vol. i, p. 224, ktter of October 18,1789,

